
 

Christmas Services  
 

Christmas Eve  
5.30   Crib Service with  
             procession to the crib,  
            and Stars of Bethlehem  
11.30  Midnight  Mass  
     and blessing of the Crib  
                   (Finishes  12.45)

Christmas Day 

10.30   Eucharist  with  
                    Children’s   Story  
 

2005 diaries are presented to 
all  who come to  Christmas 

Services 



 

 

Parish Priest  Fr S G Bates  The Vicar 
The Vicarage, 35 Buckthorne Road, 
 Crofton Park, SE4 2DG 
Tel: 020 8699 1277  

 

CHURCH WARDENS  
Mrs Irene Griffiths 07747 723 378 
Mrs Ida Buss 07903 606 769  

 

READER 
Mr Doug Whitfield 020 8699 4497 
Hall bookings 07747 723 378 

SERVICE TIMES 
Sundays:  

8.30am Holy Communion 
       In Lady Chapel:  via main  entrance on Courtrai Road 

10am Eucharist and Sunday School 
       Followed by refreshments in the Parish Room 

10am Third Sunday of the month: Children’s Service 
 
Wednesday 10am   said Mass 

In the Lady Chapel:  via Crucifix Door on Courtrai Road 
 

Weddings, Thanksgiving for childbirth, and other Pastoral offices 
To arrange banns, weddings, thanksgivings, confessions or other offices 
please  telephone the Vicarage 0208699 1277. 
Room and Hall Bookings 
In our guise as Crofton Park Community Link we have a number of premises, 
including a large Hall, which you can book for your group or function.  Please 
telephone 07747 723 378 or e-mail bookings@croftonpark.com. 
Impact Advertising 
If you would like to reach over 4000 homes and businesses in this area, please 
telephone 07747 723 378 or e-mail impact@croftonpark.com. 
Impact Editorial 
We serve the wider parish and local community through Impact.  If you have 
an item of local interest which you would like to see published, please write to 
the Editor c/o The Vicarage, or e-mail impact@croftonpark.com. 

ST HILDA’S PARISH CHURCH 
   CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
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Father Bates Writes… 

 The Christmas crib we used when I first came here  has never 
returned from a trip to a local shop front, and the even older one we 
have been using had never recovered from the war time bombing at St. 
Cyprian’s church which saw an end to one of the wise men as well as 
the disappearance of the ox and the ass. I ordered a new crib in 
November.  The bill — £630 has been 
the rather chastening follow up in the 
last week. Various gifts for baptisms and 
other monies combined may help to pay 
it– but I still must find a couple of 
hundred more, and that is not easy.   
 We are told that ’the love of 
money is the root of all evil’.  Well!  The 
lack of money is also the cause of a 
considerable amount of evil.  It’s the ‘love of’ bit that’s important.  I love 
money: Without it I can do little practical good and I can’t run St. Hilda’s.   
 Back in May I challenged church members to take £5 and use 
their abilities to make more.  I was impressed that almost all  took up 
the challenge.  My outlay of £250 has now become over £3,900 in 5 
months.  The money was returned on the Feast of Christ the King when 
we are reminded of the ultimate judgement which will validate the worth 
or the waste of our human choices.  Did we use our power to bring joy 
and  peace into the world or did we use our power for self, self, self?  
We decided on that day to give away 10% of our gains to charity and 
we will send money this week to London projects for the homeless.   
 I am not ashamed of my love of money: I love our Lord more, and 
that’s what guides how I choose to use the power that is given to me in 
my life.  I believe that the light of an eternal kingdom  has touched the 
core of my being, and that changes everything. Our Lord wants us to 
have and enjoy money  but he wants us to use it from a heart which 
desires the well-being and joy of all people. We need wisdom and 
understanding, creativity and imagination inspired by the highest goals.     
 I wish everyone a very happy Christmas and blessings for the 
new year, and I hope readers of every faith or of none receive inner 
refreshment and inspiration to love the best and serve the highest. 
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Parish Roundabout 
By Arthur D Holmesley 

 There are two Yoga groups running at St. Hilda’s.  So when you know 
you’ve eaten too much Christmas food and drunk far too much festive booze, this 
is definitely the time to turn to healthy thoughts.  What better than taking up yoga? 
 With practice you will learn how to become your old flexible selves and 
everyone knows that yoga is excellent for your health—getting mind and body 
back in balance.  After the stress of Christmas, it’s time to take a deep breath and 
achieve inner calm! 
 One group runs on Mondays at 6.30 and the other runs on Fridays from 10-
11.30am.  You can pay for the Monday group weekly and the Friday group is £42 
for a 6 week course.   
 
The Monday contact details are:  Lorraine   - use hall booking number temporaily 
The Friday contact details are:  Joanna Batten 07747 692010 

Crofton Park de-stressers! 

New tenants- perhaps a bar — are being sought for White’s old shop 
and Mr. S. White is hoping to find a quality business to take over. 
 

The Christmas tree outside Honor Oak Station is a nice innovation,  
 

I have been ‘weighed in the scales and found wanting’ by some resi-
dents because I had the temerity to mention the  mobile phone pole 
proposed in the streets of Nunhead.  Ironically, I hear that the local 
school PTA is petitioning to have the mast put on the church tower 
since the safety margins are better!  Readers! You can’t blame me for 
keeping my ear to the ground. 
 

Green and white shooting stars adorning the lamp posts next the 
library have migrated from  last year in Sydenham High Street. 
 

Jumping Bean is a rather smart and cheerful gift shop now open in 
Honor Oak Park.  Worth a visit for late Christmas presents. 
 

Kar Audio Clinic has Cleared out rubbish in premises on Brockley  
road  which now is  a shop[ which fits car audio and electrical alarms, 
in-car TV, and satellite navigation etc -    per ardua ad astra ! 
 

And— A Merry Christmas to those who trespassed on the church 
grounds to dump all their rubbish in the skip paid for by church people 
to clear up the church ready for Christmas guests. Nice !  
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Sudan — Achievements in the Face of Adversity  

 Over the year, particularly in 
Lent, St. Hilda’s raised money 
for Intermediate Technology 
projects. This organisation 
helps the poor find answers to 
their local problems and does 
imaginative and vital develop-
ment work across the third 
world: being associated with 
this work is very rewarding.  
 One of the projects they have 
been most proud of is in the 
Sudan.  Despite what the UN 
called the ‘world’s worst hu-
manitarian crisis’, the Darfur 
Food Security Programme has 
made great progress.  875 
ploughs and 550 hand tools 
have been supplied to village 
development communities and 
more seed banks and tool 
banks are under construction.  
655 special terrace systems for 
improving local agriculture 
have been suppor ted .    
Mohammad Majzoub, the di-
rector in the Sudan, reports 
that the dam ITDG have 
schemed is complete and irri-
gates about 10,000 acres.  
This is a major breakthrough 
for people in Darfur who could 

not previously cultivate their 
land. 
 Despite the worst of 
times, ITDG’s work has man-
aged to continue and will do so 
after the conflicts are over.  
They do this with the support of 
groups and individuals who are 
inspired by this work which en-
ables people to help them-
selves.   
 At this time, communities 
in Bangladesh have suffered 
the worst floods in 50 years.  
Homes, health and livelihoods 
are at great risk.  ITDG solu-
tions such as emergency shel-
ters, health care and proper 
sanitation have enabled them 
to survive and long-standing 
community-led projects have 
continued to provide basic liter-
acy for children and training 
adults to develop ways to gen-
erate a vital source of income.   
 Every ITDG project sows 
seeds of knowledge and ex-
perience for the future.  If you 
are interested in ITDG, phone 
01926 634400 or visit their 
website at www.itdg.org 
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Midnight Mass, and blessing of the Crib 
Christmas Eve, 11.30pm – 1am  

 

For those used to the Christian Eucharist this is St Hilda’s offering us a 
taste of traditional mystery, with a deep sense of love.  We begin with a 
procession to most beautiful carol, celebrating in move-
ment the coming of the love of God from the heart of 
the Divine life to be made one with us and to return us 
to the heart of God’s love.  We share Scriptures and 
carols and then through the offering of the Eucharist 
receive that love in physical form.  The lights are low and 
the many candles increase the soul-light; many friends join with the  

This Christmas at St Hilda’s 
Want to do something deeper for Christmas, but uncer-
tain about church? 
 

Each event below has a brief description to help you choose where you 
will feel comfortable, or where you might want to try something new.  
We have both simple and rich fare to offer. 

The Children’s Crib Service  - Christmas Eve 
Christmas Eve 5.30pm -  Star of Bethlehem Appeal  
 

  This is a big secret of Crofton Park - full of atmosphere.  The crib is set 
out amid tall trees at the front.  The church 
is in dimmed light while children and adults 
arrive.  We hear the Christmas story told 
very simply with children participating. The 
church goes dark, and as the words “How 
silently, how silently the wondrous gift is 

given” are sung, a light is kindled and the Child is placed in the manger.  
Lights appear with the angels - and singing children’s carols we follow 
the shepherds to kneel and adore.  Stars for your Christmas tree can be 
taken from the crib in return for an offering of over £1.  See article on 
next page. 
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regular congregation.  A procession at the end brings the image of the 
infant Christ to the Crib.  A small gift is given to everyone who attends.  
Incense is used with ceremonial style worship. 

Christmas Morning Mass – with children’s story 
Christmas Morning, 10.30 am 
This is a rather informal ‘day after the night before’ but is the traditional 
form of the Eucharist - the Offering of the gifts of bread and wine in 

thanksgiving, and receiving them back to 
partake of God’s love.  We all sit in the 
chancel near the high altar - jolly carols 
like ‘The holly and the ivy’ are sung.  A 
Christmas story is told for the benefit of 
the children.  We end with a trip to the 

crib for a short devotion. 

Christmas Stars for  Children of  Bethlehem  
 Bethlehem is today a troubled place of occupation, violence and 
poverty.  A focus of all the complicated political sadness of the world.  
Yet 2,000 years ago a star heralded the birth of an extraordinary child 
bringing hope of healing and peace.  With your help, we hope to raise 
£100 through the Christmas stars.  We have 100 stars which will be 
around the baby Jesus in the crib and everyone who 
donates over £1 in the manger may take one to hang 
on their tree at home. 
 The money will go towards helping children like 
Jessica Safar who is a 7 year old Palestinian Christian 
living in Bethlehem.  3 years ago she was hit by 
shrapnel from a bullet fired by Israeli soldiers during a 
skirmish near her father’s petrol station and lost an eye.  Since then, 
she and her family have been receiving support from a local organiza-
tion founded by Christian Aid.  Many people live in very poor and diffi-
cult circumstances surviving on very little.  Poverty intensifies the diffi-
culties between the groups. Christian Aid will be helping Palestinians 
regardless of their religious faith. 
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Brockley Sector Working Group update 

At these two-monthly meetings the Metropolitan Police of Brockley 
station informed Neighbourhood Watch (NW), coordinators and 
other representatives of the local community on crime figures, impor-
tant developments and NW issues.  The local reps had the chance 
to raise matters of concern. 
 In March 2004 the new inspector for the Brockley Sector, Ms. 
Yvonne Miles, was introduced.  She then updated the meeting on 
the following: 
• Good news for this half year—more visible policing on our 

streets due to new neighbourhood schemes with a beat officer, 
2 PCs and four police community support officers.  This 
scheme is to be extended and the Brockley Sector has got 
more staff than ever before 

• Our sector has the lowest crime rate of all inner London bor-
oughs.  Robberies and burgularies went down but there was an 
increase in car crime.  Despite declining crime figures there is 
still an increase in fear of crime 

 The Lewisham Police Community Consultative Group (LPCCG) 
held a public meeting on 23rd November to discuss Lewisham’s 
Crime, drug and anti-social behaviour strategy 2002-2005.  An audit 
on this subject is available at local libraries or on the web at 
www.lewisham.gov.uk/communitysafety or www.met.police.uk/
lewisham.   
 The lobbying of the local community for ‘our’ police station was 
successful: Brockley Police will go on working from Brockley Police 
Station.  The Community Advice Office, manned solely by volunteers 
in the front office of Brockley Police station in Hawson Road, will 
stay open for at least another two years.  Opening hours 10am—
2pm Monday to Friday, tel: 020 8284 8525. 
 Neighbourhood watch is not just about local crime, it’s all about 
community.  Together we can make a change for the better, by get-
ting involved, doing our share.  Let’s not allow a minority to run down 
the area we live in, by anti-social or criminal behaviour like not using 
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litter bins, not cleaning up dogs’ mess, spraying graffiti etc.  If we 
give a positive example by doing our share and ‘sweeping in front of 
our own door’ it will make a difference!  And do not hesitate to report 
such negative behaviour.  Call Envirocall on 020 8314 7171 for graf-
fiti, fly tipping or abandoned cars or call Lewisham Police on 020 
8690 1212 on crime. 

WS 

            St. Hilda’s Day 2004 
Solemn Mass was well attended  -  our 
thanks to The Ven. Mrs. C. Hardman, Arch-
deacon of Lewisham who preached on the 
life of St. Hilda and its message for the con-
temporary church.  
    Some locals were intrigued by the flag of 
the three coily snakes.  The mystery of its 
meaning may be revealed next year if 
popular demand is apparent  -  The story of 
‘The 3 naughty snakes’ is  a  local folk tale. 

 

Funerals 
Edward Stent       Aston Maise 

Erica Riley          Ivy Ingram       
RIP 

COTTAGE DAY NURSERY 

St Hilda’s Church Hall, Courtrai Road 
Open 8am to 6pm 

for a prospectus  
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EXPERT 
LADY DECORATOR 

 

Quality Work 

Prompt Service 

Free Estimates 
 

Contact: 
020 8310 4026 after 6pm 

FITNESS CLASSES & PERSONAL 
TRAINING 

AT 
ST. DUNSTAN’S COLLEGE SE6 

Classes held on: 
 Mondays 7-8pm 
 Wednesdays 7-8pm 
 Sundays 10.30-11.30am 
 
• 1:1 personal training sessions at our 

gym, your home or simply outside 

• Therapeutic massage available 

• Fully insured with 15 years’ 
experience 

 
For full details & appointments, 

call Gus on 
020 8465 0596 or 07956 410 308 

 
Contact: Kamal on 020 8699 6980 
23 Parbury Road, SE23 1NZ 
kamal@chaithanyayogaschool.com 
www.chaithanyayogaschool.com 

 

Yoga Courses * Yoga Class * Pregnancy 
Classes * Workshops * Meditation & 
Chanting Class * Private Tuition * Group 
Bookings * CD and Cassette Tape “Yoga 
for Pregnancy” 

H H Swamy Atmachaithanya visits the 
Yoga School annually giving private 
consultation and conducting a Kundalini 
Kriya Yoga Class. 

Advertisements 

 

SONGS OF FAREWELL 

PROFESSIONAL SOLO SINGERS 
AND ENSEMBLES 

FOR FUNERAL SERVICES 

 

www.SongsofFarewell.co.uk 

TEL: 020 8690 5761 

 

RECOMMENDED BY LEADING 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


