You are invited to the Hall to
share the traditions of Christmas
in...

An Evening of
Carols )
and Christmas Fel-\
Cheer 5 L1

- Buffet & Christmas
fare
- The beauty of carols for all to

sing
- Mulled wine

A great event for all ages.

Saturday 20th December
6.30pm The Hall Courtrai Rd

Tickets £3 Family ticket £8
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ST HILDA’S PARISH CHURCH
CHURCH OF ENGLAND

VICAR: Fr S G Bates
The Vicarage, 35 Buckthorne Road, Crofton Park, SE4 2DG
Tel: 020 8699 1277

CHURCH WARDENS READER
Mrs Irene Griffiths 07747 723 378 Mr Doug Whitfield 020 8699 4497
Mrs Ida Buss 020 8699 5061

SERVICE TIMES
Sundays:

8am Holy Communion
In Lady Chapel: entry via main church entrance on Courtrai Road

10am Solemn Eucharist
Followed by tea, coffee and biscuits in the Parish Room
Entry via main entrance on Courtrai Road

10am Sunday School
In St Cyprian’s Chapel: entry via Crypt door on Brockley Road

10am Third Sunday of the month: Children’s Service
Weekday Masses:

10am Wednesday
In the Lady Chapel: entry via Crucifix Door on Courtrai Road

Weddings and Baptisms

To arrange banns of marriage, weddings or baptisms please come to the
church on Saturdays between 11am and 12 noon, or telephone the vicar.
Room and Hall Bookings

In our guise as Crofton Park Community Link we have a number of premises,
including a large Hall, which you can book for your group or function. Please
telephone 07747 723 378 or e-mail bookings@croftonpark.com.

Impact Advertising

If you would like to reach over 4000 homes and businesses in this area, please
telephone 07747 723 378 or e-mail impact@croftonpark.com.

Impact Editorial

We serve the wider parish and local community through Impact. If you have
an item of local interest which you would like to see published, please write to
the Editor c/o The Vicarage, or e-mail impact@croftonpark.com.




Father Bates Writes. . ..

Minnie-the-Minx often emerges from her
furry den on top of my desk to surprise
_visitors. Sometimes they giggle when they
’ catch sight of her green eyes shining from
the dark interior - she is a black cat well
camouflaged in the shadows. She is also a
greedy menace always pestering for food.
Once she got depressed. The Vet told me
to slim her down. My lodger trained her with a piece of string - she is quite
vicious and sprightly for an 88 year old lady. She got slim, got active, and
became sociable again in her own minxy way. Did that stop her begging? Not
at all - she thinks she knows best, and has decided to fatten herself up for
Christmas.

Children press for so many things - they think they know what's best. A good
parent knows better and provides the appropriate variety - stinting their desires
here, and stimulating interest elsewhere. This is vital for them to become
healthy people. In church we keep Advent during this month. Outward things
are slimmed down, but inwardly we share fabulous and visionary images which
take us to deeper places - and we are still interested in the needs of others in
the poorer parts of the world too. We are opening our hearts to a vision of
hope and purpose.

Are you interested in more than Christmas consumerism? Christmas used to
have a beautiful feel which came from a real connection with its meaning. A
sense of restraint marked the season that leads up to it. We need to be good
parents to ourselves to remember that no amount of material goods will fill our
need for true meaning. We need to stint some things to give the deepest
things some room.

At Christmas St Hilda’s offers some wonderful opportunities to connect deeply.
Those of you who are looking for something meaningful for yourselves and
your children might like to try coming to share with us the riches of the season.
The Crib service at 5.30pm on Christmas Eve might be an
easy way to start.

Whatever you do and whatever faith you hold | wish you
love, joy and peace. And especially hope you buy less and
give and receive more love in your lives.




Parish Roundabout
By Arthur D Holmesley

Four new businesses have opened in
Honor Oak Park including an Indian
restaurant and a Chinese take-away.

issue - Fr Bates tells me this was an
editorial inclusion and not his own
specification, while the editor insists it

is a sycamore leaf.
The Into the Fuchsia florist also sells
interesting jewellery. The cheery shop-front of the new Co-
op has brightened up the corner next
to Crofton Park station, but it is not
inexpensive and has taken business

from smaller shops nearby.

The Red Room - a new Honor Oak
Park restaurant - makes a nice warm
splash in the middle of the parade,
and has had some good reviews.

The new bus stop outside Mr.
Lawrence’s Wine Bar is proving a
perfect menace to the shops. The
pavement is clogged, late night
travellers seem to mistake the wine
bar entrance for a lavatory. What a
splendid notion of the faceless
bureaucrats who insist that Crofton
Parkers have no right in this matter!

A ninetieth birthday was recently
celebrated by a resident of Bartram
Road.

At least three local Pedestrians have
been run over in the last two months.
Please take more care and don't
expect cars to stop.

What seemed to be a marijuana leaf
adorned the vicar's letter in the last

Why did | protest?

A St Hilda’s member writes about his reaction to President Bush’s recent visit

Thursday, 20" November 2003, third day of the state visit of President G W
Bush to London. At half past one | set off to Goodge Street to join the
demonstration of the ‘Stop the War Coalition’. No chance to walk to meeting
place in Malet Street - dense crowds in the streets, tailback to Euston Station.
At three o’clock the throng started moving, very slowly, packed from side to
side all over the road and walkways. | looked at the banners and posters,
surprised by the many reasons to participate in the protest. There was of
course the Iraq war, the disagreement with using war as a means of politics.
There was the feeling of being lied to about the cause for war (‘no blood for oil’;
‘where are the weapons of mass destruction?’ etc.). And there were those
protesting against the violation of human rights and the USA opting out of so
many international conventions aimed at making our Planet Earth a better
place. This list is neither exhaustive nor complete; | found it impressive
although | had an additional reason. Most impressive of all | found the spirit
during this march of more than 2 hours: absolutely cheerful and peaceful! |
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Why did | protest?

...continued

experienced a better way to address problems, the peaceful way. But what is
my additional reason?

After World War 1l the “Peoples of the United Nations determined to save
succeeding generations from the scourge of war and to reaffirm faith in
fundamental human rights, and to promote social progress, and for these ends
to practice tolerance and live together in peace, and to ensure that armed force
shall not be used... [we] have resolved to combine our efforts to accomplish
these aims.” This is an extract of the Preamble of the Charter of the United
Nations, signed on 26 June 1945!

Whatever you may think about the role and effectiveness of the United
Nations, it is the only international machinery for the promotion of the
economic and social advancement of all peoples.

In the run up to the “War on Iraq and on global terrorism” (disarm your
language as a first step!) it was obvious there was no majority for war, neither
in the Security Council of the UN nor in the General Assembly. The vast
majority of peoples of the United Nations were opposed to war - in line with the
spirit of the UN’s charter. For instance, in Article 1: “To maintain international
peace and security, and to that end: take effective collective measures for the
prevention and removal of threats to the peace and... to bring about by
peaceful means... adjustment or settlement of international disputes.”

It is this complete disregard and disrespect for the spirit of the United Nations
that President Bush and Prime Minister Blair showed that made me show my
protest. As representatives of the only superpower and of a major state in this
world | expect them to set an example to contribute to the peaceful aims of the
UN. Showing such lack of respect to the peoples and pursuing unilateral
political aims makes them in my eyes unsuited to govern in the 215t century - if
they don’t get this message. | very much hope they will - thanks to all those
people who made it very clear what they do expect. And those people are the
ones who took a day off, who took to the streets, not the ones sitting snug, dry
and cosy at home and claiming to be the majority.

Wulf Steinvorth

PS: Maybe it is the lack of peace during my childhood (born 1939) that makes
me appreciate the peace | enjoyed in Europe over the past 50 years, and
makes me struggle to achieve it worldwide. What better way for governments
to support financially the Special Agencies of the UN who work to remove the
threats to peace instead of wasting huge resources in wars?

Go to www.un.org to find out more about the aims and work of the UN.
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2nd Royal Crofton Park Brownies
By Jane Davies, Brown Owl

St. Hilda's Brownie Pack is alive and well
and looking forward to a very exciting
period in its history. The Brownies have
continued to work through their
challenges and gain interest badges. We also continue to support St. Hilda's
church at every opportunity and also to fund raise for the British Heart
Foundation, Asthma Research and to pay our annual census fees to
Girlguiding UK.

My thanks, as always, go to Woodpecker (Amanda Shead), my assistant and
Wren (Meg Curtis-Whittaker) who tests our interest badges, keeps our
accounts and co-ordinates fundraising for all our good causes. Also to our
respective husbands and partners for their patience, understanding, help and
support.

The Brownie programme is being relaunched at the present time and is being
updated, improved and remarketed to bring it in line with the wants and needs
of 7 to 10 year olds today. We held a successful evening to which all our
parents were invited, so they could be involved in this process and see the
exciting new resources. Through this a number of our Brownies were able to
earn their hostess badge. This also coincided with Girlguiding UK Reach Out
and Recruit drive. During this time the Brownies also joined with others from
the District for a Barn Dance to celebrate the launch of the new programme.

On a sadder note, Woodpecker is leaving the pack at Christmas due to work
committments. She came to St. Hilda's as a Brownie when | was a pack
leader, and we were fortunate to persuade her mum, Denise (Magpie), to be
assistant guider. Over the years she went onto Guides and returned as a pack
leader. | became Brown Owl, Magpie left and Woodpecker became my
assistant. | dare not say how many years we have worked together, but |
would like to thank her for her support, help, input, ideas and enthusiasm. She
will be sorely missed not only by myself, but by Wren and of course all the
Brownies. However, | have managed to twist her arm to come on pack holiday
in May, for old times’ sake! We all wish her and Scott all the very best for the
future and she will always be very welcome to pop in any Wednesday when
she is passing.

To this end, it leaves the Brownies with a problem of having only one leader.



2nd Royal Crofton Park Brownies
...continued

Is there a volunteer in Crofton Park, toying with the idea of helping with
Brownies and not knowing how to get started? Is there an old Brownie or
Guide (at least 17 years old) looking to give something back to the movement
they were once involved in? Is there someone who would be interested in
finding out more of what is involved?

You don't have to sign your life away, commit to taking warrants or spend
hours completing training. You do need to be keen, interested, perhaps have
a skill you would like to share, be happy to be checked by the Criminal
Records Bureau and be able to spare an hour and a half on a Wednesday
evening, during term time. If you would like to know more please call me,
Jane, on 01892 838191.

Brockley Jack Theatre: it’s re-opening!
Support a theatre right in the heart of Crofton Park

We are glad to hear that the Brockley Jack Theatre is about to re-open. First
on the stage in the refurbished venue is Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol,
adapted by Katy Slater and designed by Southside Arts. The

players are the Brute Farce Theatre Company, directed by Rob BROCKLEY
Crouch.

The press release tells us that the production “throws all the
usual Christmas clichés out of the window and gives us a
Scrooge that is a long way from the usual cobweb-trailing old

man”. Go along and see for yourself!

Tickets are £9/£6, or £5 for everyone on Tuesdays. The play
runs every day bar Mondays from 10 December to 10 January,
except Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year's
Eve and New Year's Day. Tuesday - Saturday performances
are at 7.30pm, Sunday performances at 5pm.

Book tickets or find out more by phoning the Theatre Manager,
Karl Swinyard, on 020 8291 6354.

The Brockley Jack is at 410 Brockley Road, London SE4 2DH, [HE31UH Tl
and the entrance to the theatre is to the right of the pub.
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This Christmas at St Hilda's

Want to do something deeper for Christmas, but
uncertain about church?

There is a service or event to suit you.

Each event below has a brief description to help you choose where you will
feel comfortable, or where you might want to try something new. We have
both simple and rich fare to offer.

Carols and Christmas Cheer
- an informal event for everyone

Saturday 20" December, 6.30pm - 10pm in the Hall
(next to the church, and in Courtrai Road)

A fun evening of Christmas hospitality and carol singing,
with high spirits. Carols are sung by request.

Funds are raised for the world’s poorest.

The church hall is decorated. Mulled wine and a light
buffet are served. Your ticket entitles you to 3 drinks of
your choice.

Enter a family Christmas Quiz - prizes for all ages. Tickets are £3 each, or £8
for you and your immediate family.

The Children’s Crib Service on Christmas Eve

Christmas Eve, 5.30pm

This is a big secret of Crofton Park - full of
atmosphere. The crib is set out amid tall trees
at the front. The church is in dimmed light while
__ children and adults arrive. ~ We hear the
N Christmas story told very simply with children
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participating. The church goes dark, and as the words “How silently, how
silently the wondrous gift is given” are sung, a light is kindled and the Child is
placed in the manger. Lights appear with the angels - and singing children’s
carols we follow the shepherds to kneel and adore. Offerings in the manger
help the world’s poorest people.

Midnight Mass, and blessing of the Crib

Christmas Eve, 11.30pm — 1am

For those used to the Christian Eucharist this is St
Hilda's offering us a taste of traditional mystery, with a
deep sense of love. We begin with a procession to
most beautiful carol, celebrating in movement the
coming of the love of God from the heart of the Divine
life to be made one with us and to return us to the
heart of God'’s love. We share Scriptures and carols
and then through the offering of the Eucharist receive
that love in physical form. The lights are low and the
many candles increase the soul-light; many friends join with the regular
congregation. A procession at the end brings the image of the infant Christ to
the Crib. A small gift is given to everyone who attends. Incense is used with
ceremonial style worship.

Christmas Morning Mass
— with children’s story
Christmas Morning, 10.30 am

This is a rather informal ‘day after the night
before’ but is the traditional form of the
Eucharist - the Offering of the gifts of bread
and wine in thanksgiving, and receiving
them back to partake of God’s love. We all
sit in the chancel near the high altar - jolly , 2
carols like ‘The holly and the ivy’ are sung. A Christmas story is told for the
benefit of the children. We end with a trip to the crib for a short devotion.




Black and Ethnic Minority Forum
Informative, inspiring, innovative - the verdict of a St Hilda’s member

In October, a group of people from St Hilda's went along to the annual
conference of the Southwark Black and Ethnic Minority Forum at St John's
Church, Waterloo. The forum focussed on how higher education can be made
more accessible to ethnic minorities. We came to a number of conclusions
and were able to suggest some concrete action to take.

We agreed that universities still need to be more proactive in recruiting
students from black and ethnic minorities, partly by liaising with community
groups, faith groups and churches to promote the benefits of higher education.
It was evident that parents too have a part to play in supporting young people,
and at the forum a number of suggestions were made by adults and children
alike about how this might be achieved. Mentoring was seen as particularly
important, since all young people need to see positive role models.

The contingent from St Hilda’s agreed that we now need to look at our own
church to see what we can be doing to aid the forum in the future. We want to
take an active role in supporting initiatives like those which were highlighted,
and in reflecting them at church. By doing so we hope to offer much needed
support and guidance to the youth of the future.

Star trekkers return
Fighting in the battle against HIV/AIDS

Irene Griffiths (St Hilda’s) and Julia Davies (Perry Rise Baptist Church) have
returned from their trek in South Africa. They and thirty other people have
made £42,000 profit so far for the work of the British Red Cross in combating
HIV and AIDS. Half of this money will go towards prevention in the form of
AIDS education, and half towards nursing those who are already sick.

And what of the trek itself? It was very hard work, for a start - up to 11 hours’
walking to get from one camp site to the next - but worth all the effort, and Julia
and Irene say it's one of the most rewarding things they've ever done.
The group walked through a true wilderness, rarely seeing

anyone else all day. Except baboons... campsite loos even

had to warn people to “close the door to keep the baboons

out”!



Star trekkers return
...continued

Towards the end of their visit, the trekkers visited a township project which
benefits from Red Cross money. The project treats sick people in their own
community, and helps the terminally ill to live the remainder of their lives in
some dignity.

Irene and Julia are giving a presentation about their experiences in South
Africa, and showing some of the pictures they took during the trek. It's on 16th
January 2004 at 7pm in the Old Chapel, one of the rooms belonging to Crofton
Park Community Link at St Hilda’s.

Family news

We have been pleased to welcome into our church Keiron
Buchanan and Isabella Dale, both of whom were baptised on the
Feast of Christ the King at the end of November.

Other families are thinking about preparation for baptism for their J

children. This can be a very rich and rewarding exploration, and

if parents decide that they cannot fulfil the promises of baptism

we offer a very lovely service of blessing and thanksgiving for the gift of
children.

Letters to Impact are always welcome, provided you include
your name and address - we won't publish these details if you
ask us not to. When writing to us, please let us know whether you would
like to see your letter in the magazine, or whether your communication is
intended for the Editors alone.

Please note that while we never publish articles which are clearly at odds
with the Christian ethos of St Hilda's, articles in this magazine do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of St Hilda's members, of the editors of
Impact, nor of Crofton Park Community Link.




Volunteering at Lewisham Hospital
Find something more rewarding than watching Richard & Judy...

Many people feel a desire to help others. Although this desire may be genuine
enough, we often fear being sucked in too deeply and finding that our
commitment is not manageable; and as a result, we do nothing at all. Well,
here’s a way round that problem: volunteer your time and skills to help in
specific ways, and at specific times to suit you, at Lewisham Hospital. You'll
probably find that you receive just as much as you give.

Volunteers have long played an important part at the Hospital, whether as
individuals or as members of organisations like St John Ambulance and the
Women’s Royal Voluntary Service. There are vacancies for all sorts of
activities and at all times of day, including the weekend - though people are
particularly needed on weekday mornings.

What kinds of things might you be asked to help with? Julia Allison, Voluntary
Services Manager at Lewisham Hospital, tells us that activities include talking
and reading to patients, helping with patient refreshments, serving in a snack
bar, keeping waiting areas tidy, carrying out filing and reception duties,
entertaining, helping in the Friends shop... the list goes on. And don’t forget
that in a place like a hospital, a seemingly routine activity has deeper levels.
Your very presence may be significant in helping patients or relatives through a
difficult time.

Experience is handy, but you will be given instruction by the sister or senior
person in charge of a ward or department. Prospective volunteers are asked
to commit themselves to a minimum of two hours weekly at regular intervals,
and at times which suit you and the Hospital. Don’'t forget that it's better to
volunteer at a sensible level than to be too ambitious and find that you can’t
keep to your commitment.

By the way, you may be interested to know that the Hospital has recently
started running a project for people wishing to return to employment, especially
in the Health Service. Volunteers in Partnership offers a structured work
placement and ongoing training.

For more details and an application form, please contact Julia Allison
(Voluntary Services Manager) or Sandra Dodds (Voluntary Services Co-

ordinator) on 020 8333 3000 extension 6418.
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Homebound Library Service
Stuck at home? A world of entertainment and knowledge can come to you.

Lewisham Libraries’ Homebound Library Service makes
=&f regular visits to Lewisham residents and carers who for one
" reason or another can’t make the journey into one of the
borough’s 12 libraries. The service is open to you if you are

ewwr clderly or ill, if you are looking after someone who needs a
great deal of time and attention, if you're recovering from an illness or an
operation, or if you find that the cold weather simply makes it impossible to
travel about.

You can borrow books, CDs, music cassettes, talking books, jigsaws, leaflets
and more, and they are all delivered directly to your door. No charge is made,
not even for borrowing audio materials or for reserving books. You will be
visited every four weeks, generally by the same homebound library assistant
who therefore gets to know your likes and dislikes. You can even ask your
assistant to look up information for you from Lewisham Libraries’ reference
resources or from the Internet.

It's very easy to find out more, and to join the 750 people who already use the
service. Just ring any of the libraries in the borough, or one of the numbers

below.

Wavelengths Library: 020 8694 2535 f/

Catford Library: 020 8314 6399
Lewisham Library: 020 8297 9677

Many thanks to Glenys Englert at Wavelengths Library for telling us about the
service.

St Hilda’'s Fair

Thank you to everyone who came along

Church people, Brownies and other local people worked hard to provide this
year’s winter fair on Sunday 29th November. Hot food, games, Santa Claus,
carols on demand, good raffle and tombola prizes - all were to be found in the
Church Hall. We raised around £500 for charity and for St Hilda’s.
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Advertisements

To get your message to over 4000 homes and businesses in this area, and to
the rest of the world via the Internet, please telephone 07747 723 378 or e
mail impact@croftonpark.com. By advertising with us, you will be directly
supporting St Hilda’s and the work of Crofton Park Community Link.

CLEANING AND |IRONING
SERVICE

Whatever your musical taste...

All cleaning undertaken - weekly,

spring cleans etc.
pring 70s Soul, Motown, Pop or Jazz

[roni [ I ided.
roning service also provide Sounds of the 60s

For details, please phone
'SP P Reggae, R&B or Rare Grooves

020 8318 6421

07956 589394 ... call Robert on 07931 581279

Kitchen Season’s Catering EXPERT

All types of
dinner parties
catered for

LADY DECORATOR

Murder Mysteries Quality Work

Ready Steady Cook
Picnics
BBQs

Prompt Service

Free Estimates

Enquiries to Dave French

Tel: 020 8690 7423
Mobile: 07452 460 903

Contact:

020 8310 4026 after 6pm
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