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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

August 
Saturday  3rd  11am � 3pm St. Hilda�s Fete 
Sunday  18th  10am   Children�s Service 
 
September  
Friday  6th 7.30pm  Line Dancing Evening �  
      St. Hilda�s Hall 
Sunday 15th 10am   Children�s Service 
 

Father Bates Writes: 
A Giant Turnip loomed large in my first week as a curate. I had just been 

ordained deacon and had to take an assembly at the primary school. Having never 
done anything like it before I resorted to a book of �Stories for the Infant Assem-
bly� and settled on the story of The Pulling of the Giant Turnip � all the animals 
from horse down to chicken tug together to heave up this stubborn turnip. All is to 
no avail until the smallest farm-yard creature � the mouse - adds his tiny effort, and 
all tumble backwards as the giant turnip comes free. The little mouse, swaggering  
with pride, imagines he  has achieved this feat when the others have failed. The 
children laugh at his puffed up ego. 
     Many people are making an effort to improve Brockley. The new head and 
teachers at Brockley School are working hard to build things up there.  Impact  has 
been featuring  the efforts of the local police developing the Howson Road Station,  
the Brockley Road community officer getting to grips with cleaning up the Brock-
ley road, and the Brockley Sector Work Group convening with Police to deal with 
local issues.  This group is mainly voluntary. Local Councillors attend the meetings 
which are at St Cyprian�s Hall. People are willing to give their spare time and ef-
fort to address social issues and the state of the environment � to pull together with 
the police and the council to improve our area - are they getting our support and 
encouragement? 
      The little mouse was comically mistaken in his claim that he  pulled the 
turnip, yet the truth is that without his tiny effort, the tugging of the whole farm-
yard  achieved nothing.  Every little effort is vital to the whole. In our area there 
are too many  unpleasant types � and it only takes a few to drag the place down. A 
small piece of litter may only be a small item to the person who drops it but added 
to the other 1000 pieces dropped that day it makes a disgusting mess. One anti-
social family can drag down the life of the unlucky street. A small amount of 
wrong attitude, a small amount of can�t be bothered and don�t care, yields a great 
deal of harm. I think its right that we should call  people to task � and in this we 
must all pull together concertedly.  When they are children this is a necessary part 
of showing them they matter, and their actions have significance. Yet regarding 
their misdemeanours the local councillors tell me most letters they receive com-
plain that we are too hard on children�s anti-social behaviour � I wonder what the 
old lady who has been mugged thinks of that.  No wonder things are bad � are peo-
ple soft in the head? Don�t they know its an abuse to refuse children firm bounda-
ries? 
      It time for our summer fete at St Hilda�s. I am putting over the message 
that everyone�s contribution is necessary to make it work well.  Every group dedi-
cated to drawing people together and getting them to work for a common goal to 
profit both themselves and others is a valuable asset to the whole community.  Let 
us realise that each of us counts, we either use our power to support and build up, 
or our selfishness drags everyone else down.  Even a small contribution is vital to 
the success of the whole.  I hope many of you will support us and have fun at the 
Fete on August the 3rd. 
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FAMILY NEWS 
 

Baptisms: Dylan Sarris, Rachel Omotosho, Edafese Ehrenede 
 
 
Funerals:     Judith Hand, Mollie Atkins, Eva Child,  Monica Tunstall, Eva Rebbek 
 

NOTICE 
 

While we are grateful for donations, please note that St. Hilda�s does 
not do jumble sales anymore. 
 Please do not leave donations of clothes outside the church.  
There are many other institutions who would welcome your gift. 
 Thank you for your co-operation. 

MOTHER�S UNION 
 

Meetings 2nd & 4th Tuesday in the month � None in August 
 

10 September � 2.30pm Adeline Cole talking about Zambabwe 
24 September � 6.30pm Fish & Chip Supper 



My First year at Brockley School 
 
 As new Headteacher at 
Brockley Primary School, I am 
coming to the end of my first year.  
I took  up my post in September 
2001 a little afraid about being the 
new girl.  All was well, as every-
one had been so welcoming and 
supportive.  We have had to make 
many changes during the course of 
the year and many established 
members of staff, parents and gov-
ernors have been most helpful in 
enabling the school to move for-
ward. 
 Brockley Primary has a di-
verse and interesting mix of pupils 
who I have found a pleasure to be 
with.  They are responsive, inter-
ested and so willing to learn. 
 Just as we were about to set-
tle to the last half term of the aca-
demic year, we received a letter 
from OFSTED.  These are a team 
of 5 inspectors who came into our 
school on 17th June. 
 Many things have taken 
place this year, and we have con-
tinued to have many new children 
join our school, many from across 
the world.  This adds to the rich 
mix of cultures and traditions to be 
found.  We have had some very 
positive New Parent sessions re-
cently to enrol children aged 4-5 in 
our reception class for September.  
  

We are also about to enrol pupils 
aged 3-4 into our Nursery Class 
for September. 
 We have been involved in 
a campaign with Volunteering 
Lewisham and Volunteer Read-
ing Help to get volunteers for 
our school and other local 
schools to be trained to hear 
children read and to play lan-
guage games with children.  If 
you know anyone who is inter-
ested in sparing a couple of 
hours per week, then please con-
tact them on 020 7729 4087 and 
say that you would like to volun-
teer in the Lewisham Region. 
 We are also in the process 
of raising money to help buy 
school equipment for children in 
Afghanistan who have been left 
without schools or school equip-
ment. 
 We would like to keep you 
informed of the activities we are 
involved in and share some of 
our work with you.  This year 
has been a very busy time for 
everyone in the school and most 
of all we will be looking forward 
to the long summer break at the 
end of this term. 
 
By Shirley Patterson,  
Headteacher 
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Local meeting facility for hire� and for a good cause 
If you work locally, does your company or organisation need somewhere to meet?  
If you are involved with a local group or charity, would you like somewhere to hold 
your sessions?  Look no further than Brockley Road, near Courtrai Road: courtesy 
of the folk at Crofton Park Community Link (CPCL), one large, well lit, wooden 
floored room available for hire, situated in premises belonging to St Hilda's church. 
 
The meeting room represents CPCL's first building project.  It has been completed 
thanks to fund raising by St Hilda's, help from the council, and a good deal of effort 
from local volunteers.  Floor space is around 8 metres square, and seating can be 
provided for up to 40 people. 
CPCL's aim is to provide facilities and support for organisations in the area, espe-
cially those focussing on improving life and reducing social exclusion in and around 
Crofton Park.  We are therefore hiring the room out at very reasonable rates: 
 
Any profits from room hire will go towards the work of CPCL.  At the moment, we 
are very short of cash to fund vital work on heating and wiring in adjoining rooms, 
so your support would be welcomed. 
 
We are willing to enter into longer term arrangements with the right partners.  But 
please note that our decision to hire out premises, and any rates we agree with you, 
must remain at our discretion. 
 
  

If you're interested or would like to know more, call 020 8699 1277 or e-mail facili-
ties@croftonpark.com.  We look forward to hearing from you. 

Band A Businesses and commercial organisa-
tions; for private or exclusive usage 

£12 per hour 

Band B Groups - whether charitable or not - 
whose activities benefit the local com-
munity but are not especially relevant to 
CPCL's aims and ethos 

£9 per hour 

Band C Charitable groups whose aims and ethos 
are consistent with CPCL's 

£7 per hour 



Café culture: Moonbow Jakes 
 Coffee houses have been part of life in Britain (if you'll excuse the anachronism) for 
ages.  Coffee beans were imported to Europe via Venice in 1615, and the earliest known Lon-
don coffee house dates back to around 1650.  At the time, many priests here thought the drink 
was a heretical Muslim invention - rather ironic, since Muslim clerics also saw it as a threat to 
religious sobriety.  However, the enlightened Pope Clement VII agreed with Christian and 
Muslim coffee drinkers alike: he baptised the coffee bean for once and for all, saying "This 
Satan's drink is so delicious that it would be a pity to let [non-Christians] have exclusive use of 
it!" 
 The rest of the 17th century saw coffee houses cropping up all over the place through-
out Europe but not, it seems, in the Crofton Park area.  To this day, although many fine estab-
lishments around here do indeed serve coffee it isn't as their main focus.  But despair not, all 
those in need of high quality legal stimulation and café company: all that has just changed!  
12th June saw the opening of Moonbow Jakes at 325 Brockley Road, a couple of doors down 
from the Homeview video shop. 
 When it comes to cafés, Moonbow Jakes is Your Real Thing.  For a start, the folk there 
serve Java, as well as the obligatory latte and cappucino.  Owner John McKiernan describes 
the décor as a hybrid of Spanish, San Francisco and Sydney café style.  There are comfortable 
couches, upholstered leather chairs and sit-up-at-table seats (yes, and tables).  There's mellow 
music, and freshly made food: cakes and sandwiches, to be joined in the winter by soups, 
toasted sandwiches and jacket potatoes.  Oh, and wine and beer - John's "beers to share" con-
cept is supported by the largest bottles of San Miguel and Becks you've ever seen.  The staff 
are friendly, and include students from Goldsmiths, Lewisham College and elsewhere. 
 Once Moonbow Jakes is established, it will play host to a mix of local talent including 
musicians, artists and speakers; and there'll be a fast Internet connection available for anyone 
whose caffeine inspires them to keep in touch.  Drop in to the identically named sister café at 
275 New Cross Road, which has been open since 1998, to get a feel for how things will pan 
out. 
 It's clear that John takes his responsibility to the area very seriously, so go along to sup-
port him and his staff.  It's early days and work on the café is still underway, but when the Im-
pact crew went along at the weekend, it already looked like a great place to relax and socialise. 
 Moonbow Jakes; 325 Brockley Road, SE4 2QZ; 020 8694 9128; 
www.moonbowjakes.com.  Opening hours will eventually be 9am - 10pm; accompanied chil-
dren welcome before 9pm. 
 Do you remember cafés and coffee houses in the area which are now gone?  Do you 
know of anywhere else nearby you'd like to recommend?  Get in touch with us in time for the 
next issue of Impact - contact details at the front. 

Mat Jones runs a Kempo class at St. Hilda�s Church Hall .  He has written the following 
article to explain what Kempo is and what the its aims are. 
 

KEMPO �SELF DEFENCE� 
 

 Kempo �self defence� is an art not only for the strong.  It does not matter if the 
participant is a man, woman, child or pensioner � weak or infirm.  Kempo enables 
any person to protect him/herself against a would be aggressive adversary.  A person 
when unarmed with the use of Kempo can put a large man in a helpless condition by 
striking, thrusting, kicking or hurling down and grappling.  Kempo is not dangerous 
to the participants and they reap great benefits in improving health and fitness and it 
is tremendously effective in building character.  Kempo teaches you how to manau-
ver with ease putting your opponent into a vulnerable position. 

 For further information, please contact Tony Ellen (Hanshi) - 07931 487025 
Or Mat Jones (Club Manager) - 07799 804962.  The club meets on Thursday Eve-
nings � Children from 7.30 and adults from 8.30. 
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Parish Roundabout � news and minor incidents                        By Arthur D. Holme-
sley 
            Brockley School has made a good showing in the latest Offsted Inspection. 
Well done! Mrs Pattterson, staff, and children. 
            One house in Brockley Grove has been painted a while now in a nice shade 
of Lilac. What a cheerful improvement � other residents might consider similar shades 
of cream, yellow and blue. 
             St Hilda�s and a Local Counselling Group have applied for a grant to create 
a counselling space for a project for black and ethnic minority people in the 16-30 age 
group.  
 Bexhill Road Houses have been much improved with nice shades of paint �
especially  covering dreary pebble dashing. 
 A  Greek Style Delicatessen has opened in Honor Oak Park 
           A  Yoga Class and a Children�s dance class are running in St Hilda�s new 
community rooms and I hear other interesting projects are a possibility. 
           St Andrews URC Church has had a renovation and the new glass doors in the 
front look very attractive. 
             The Proprietor of the Rivoli, Bill Manix, lunched at Addington Palace with 
the Queen on the event of her recent visit to the area. 
             Illegal Car Sales seem to have a started up again �And  why do they have to 
park them right  at the junction with Stondon Park and Brockley Rise? Parked cars are 
always contributing to accidents there, as they block the view for pulling out. 



2nd Royal Crofton Park Brownines 
 
 Do you know what a Brownie is?  Do you know St. Hilda�s Church has a 
thriving Brownie Pack with a royal connection? 
 You may not see us worshipping at St. Hilda�s as both myself, Brownie 
Owl/ Jane Davies and also my assistant guider, Amanda Shead, live in Kent, 
but we are both committed to running the pack, despite travelling a consider-
able way to do so.  Both of us joined St. Hilda�s as Brownies and have been 
connected with the pack ever since. 
 At the present time we have a fairly small group of Brownies, but they 
work very hard and make good progress through their journey badges and all 
gain interest badges on a regular basis.  The most common ones being Safety 
in the Home, House Orderly and Hostess, but we have also had some Pack 
Holiday, World Traveller and Deaf Awareness badges awarded.  At the mo-
ment we have a few Brownies working on their Road Safety badge.   
 Each year you will find us at St. Hilda�s summer and winder fairs, help-
ing to raise money for St. Hilda�s and also our chosen charity, which is nor-
mally the British Heart Foundation.  The Brownies also raised money for the 
Asthma Research Campaign through their Seven Step Challenge and enjoy a 
pack holiday at Cudham once a year. 
 Both Amanda and myself would like to thank various parishioners who 
regularly support us through fundraising, donations of goods and items we 
can use in the meeting.  We would also like to thank Meg Curtis-Whittaker 
who tests our badges and also looks after our accounts, Peter Whittaker who 
audits the accounts and of course husbands/partners and family who allow us 
to devote our time weekly to the brownies. 
 If you have a daughter who would like to be a Brownie, please pop in 
and see us on a Wednesday evening, during term time, from 6.15pm to 
7.45pm in the Church hall, Courtrai Road. 
 NB:  The royal connection is that because St. Hilda was a royal prin-
cess who gave up her title to found the abbey at Whitby, we are allowed to 
call ourselves the 2nd Royal Crofton Park (St. Hildas) Brownies.  There are 
only a handful of Brownie Packs who have such a special title and we feel very 
honoured that we are one of them. 

Jane Davies and Amanda Shead 

ST. HILDA�S FETE �  
3RD AUGUST 

11AM � 3PM 

 
 As you can see from our 
front cover � St. Hilda�s Fete is 
here once again! 
 We have all the usual fa-
vourites � Tombolas, lucky dip, 
Hoopla, Roll the Dice and lots more 
games. 
 There will be nail painting, 
hair braiding and face painting. 
 St. Hilda�s is famous for its 
food and as usual we will have a 
wide range available � West Indian 
Food, rolls, barbeque, ice cream 
and strawberries or peaches with 
cream! 
 Do come and support us and 
we guarantee that you will have a 
fun afternoon with plenty for the 
whole family to do! 
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Day  trips from Age Concern 
Lewisham to the following desti-
nations: 
 
1st August � Folkestone  £12 
15th August � Eastbourne£12 
29th August � TBA   
 
Booking can only be done by go-
ing into the office on Tuesday 
between 10am � 1pm or by post.  
For further information please 
call 020 8695 0895 Mon/Wed/Fri 
� 10am � 1pm 
 
There are also two holidays �  
 
Lyme Bay Holiday Village, 
Devon � 16.9.02  
and  
Tthe South Downs Holiday Vil-
lage, near Chichester � 15.9.02 
for 5 days 
 
For information, please contact 
020 8695 0895.  To book call in 
the office at 20 Brownhill Road, 
Catford SE6 2EN on Tuesday 
mornings as soon as possible.  
Places are limited! 

Impact would like to offer congratula-
tions to Inspector Wayne Chance on 
his promotion to Chief Inspector.  We 
wish him well in his future career and 
thank him for all the information he 
sent us on the local police initiatives in 
our area. 
 We welcome Inspector Bob 
Hedderman into his new role and hope 
that he will be able to continue Inspec-
tor Chance�s good work in the future! 



Crafty Things! 
 

Face Painting for children�s parties 
Children�s fancy dress 
Themed decorations 
Masks - individual  

& corporate designs 
Floral arrangements (including 

church decorations for weddings) 
Tel: 07961053251 

TAI WU 
CHINESE  RESTAURANT 

PEKING & SZHECHUAN CUISINE 
82 Brockley Rise 

Forest Hill, SE23 1LN 
Tel: 020 8690 8790/3223 

OPENING TIMES 
Monday to Saturday: 5.30pm to 11.30pm 

Also open on Bank Holidays 

THERMAL DYNAMICS 
Electrical Plumbers 
        Bathroom and Kitchen Fitters 
  Small Building Works 

For Quotations and Estimates 
Phone: Tom 
0771 1572224 

YOGA 
At St. Hilda�s Church 

Every Monday 6.30 � 7.45 
£4.50 concessions £3.50 

First session free 
For info tel: 8690 4273 

COTTAGE DAY NURSERY 
 

St Hilda�s Hall, Courtrai 
Road 

Open 8am to 6pm 
For Prospectus  

Ring Hope or Sibani on  
020 8291 7117 

Accordion 
& 

 Piano 
TUITION 

LBCA, ABCA (TD) 
Louise Savill 

020 8691 1713 

AQUA 
UNISEX HAIR SALON 
403 Brockley Road SE4 

020 8692 2126 
 

OPENING HOURS 
Monday  9.30am � 7pm 
Wednesday   9.30am � 7pm 
Thursday  9.30am � 8pm 
Friday  9.30am � 7pm 
Saturday  9.30am � 7pm 

FOR HIRE 
 

Large Meeting 
Room 

For community / training groups 
Enquiries to:  020 8699 1277 

 Elizabeth Gajadhar 

Made to Measure, 
Hand-Made  

CURTAINS, 
BLINDS, 
& SOFT 

FURNISHINGS 
Free Estmates 

TEL: 020 8690 1461 

STYLE GLITZ 
 

BRIDES 
BRIDESMAIDS 

SHOES  
HEADDRESSES 
& ACCESSORIES 

   
020 8690 1188 

KUMON MATHS 
After school classes held on 

Monday 16.00 � 18.00 & 
Wednesday 16.30 � 18.00 

At St Cyprians Hall 
Braxfield Road, 

Brockley 
 

Contact Min Carter 
On 020 8291 2190 

 

Purveyor of 
High Class 

Meat & Poultry 
Peter James 

Home made sausages 
a speciality 

1 Ewhurst Road 
Crofton Park SE4 

020 8690 3320 

BARBAROS 
UNISEX HAIR & BEAUTY SALON 

020 8291 1871 
We specialise in Advance hair cutting & styling, 
Foil Hi-Lites or Low Lites, Perming & Colouring 
Technique 

BRIDAL HAIR 
Ear piercing & Eyelash Tinting 

Eyebrows shaped 
Nail Extensions 

Special rates for snr citizens � perms from £22 

ALICE WOOD MCPH 
HOMEOPATH 

 

Fully Qualified and Registered 
 

Safe and gentle treatment,  
suitable for all ages. 

 

Crofton Park clinic  
Tel:  020 8291 2545 

RIVOLI BALLROOM 
-DANCE CLUB- 

 
350 BROCKLEY ROAD 

CROFTON PARK 
 

Evening Dances �  Mondays  
Tuesdays, Saturdays and  

Sundays. 
Free Membership 

Tel: 020 8692 5130 for more 
information 

Warehouse Carpets 
Direct 

For wide selection of carpets 
and lino 

Visit our showroom at  
127 Brockley Rise SE23 

(opp. Chandos pub) 
020 8291 6691 

Free estimates & measuring 
service 

EXPERT 
LADY DECORATOR 

Quality Work 
Prompt Service 
Free Estimates 

Contact: 
020 8310 4026 after 6 p.m. 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

0800 413249          0800 328 1342 
294 Brockley Rd        135 Evelina Rd 

Prop: Rev. W. Dunphy 

Burials;  Memorials;  Floristry;  Chapels of Rest 
Cremations; Repatriations; DSS advice 


