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S FORTHCOMING EVENTS
S July
S Sunday 15th 10.00am Children’s Service

e

Saturday 21st W’” 11.00am-3.00pm St. Hilda’s Fair

,‘,

August

Sunday 19th 10.00am Children’s Ser-
vice

September

Sunday 16th 10.00am Children’s Service
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Funerals

Margaret Kirton

Fred Waite
Frank Eames
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MOTHERSIi UNION

10th July Garden Afternoon

24th July Service & News

11th — 15th August Wave of Prayer

Beetle Drive

6.30pm — Fish and Chip supper

B> <

e
h.g

D> <

e
&)

B> <

e
h.,

<

(D (D (D (D (D (D (I (LD (I (LD
£55> <855> <85p> <855> <855> <85> <85> <85> <855> <855>

FR. BATES WRITES

With the warm evenings and weekends come invitations )
friends for drinks and parties. Parties, at their best, celeDg =5
being alive, and bring us intlmmmunion with each other.
People like to drink, dance and let go. At a recent public @7
event, | experienced the noigen and excitement of people| [jl

in their thousands letting go and having a good time. Bu J') 0 \\

Wow! - the heaps of rubbish being thrown down so care-

lessly. Some people were quite obviously ‘off the planet’ on

drugs or drink or both, and though not aggressive, were hardly respecting other
people’s space. It seemed to be ashrthe opportunity ioa numbing of the

senses, as a celebration of life and community. My mind flashed back to Crofton
Park — all the bubblegum on the new payiagults and children mindlessly tossing
litter on the pavement, that rich sense of community which is not the present hall
mark of life in our area. At that moment | could have got angry and wound up, and
spoiled my afternoon.

When we are uptight we do judge and criticise — best to stay at home as we
become such party-poopers! In the park, rather than getting uptight | found myself
letting be. That meant | didn’t lose touch with all the enjoyment and friendship
that was going on. Would obsessing about the litterbugs have made any differ-
ence? Would opening up to the unhapprasing covered over by excesses of
drink and drugs do any good? Just being mindful — staying in touch with the en-
joyment and good nature present, without having to deny the unhappy realities, al-
lowed me to remain whole — to dance and laugh and meet friends without either
throwing litter or overindulging and something deeper was happening too.

The qualities of what we call ‘mindfulness’ allow us to make choices — nei-
ther to be ruled by a harsh conscience nor by our urge to indulge carelessly, nor by
another part of our nature. But there is a mindfulness deeper still and much more
powerful. Through it we are lifted by the divine dimension. It is then that we are
free to be our true selves regardlessfefdiconstraints. In this freedom all our
experience can be carried into the dévheart, and our mindfulness becomes
prayer.

People are flummoxed by the church clock at 9am, Noon and 6pm, it rings three
times three and then nine. This is the ringing of the angelus — a
specific prayer which reminds us that God is present among us
/> through the birth of Christ. We are called to a natural mindful-
), ness in the midst of the passing hours. Eternity connects with
«y) time. We invite into our hearts that dimension in which all is

_ open to the potential of divine love which is the most natural




REPORT FROM MONGOLIA .........

At the time of writing, Raleigh In-  Trekking an amazing and almost un-
ternational are running 3 projects — touched landscape to collect data on
The community Project, The Envi- treks and navigation to provide infor-
ronmental Project and The Adventu mation and experience for local pro-
Project in Mongolia.A resident of  grams in sustainable tourism.
Crofton Park has the good fortune t Our correspondent will be pro-
be part of this exciting scheme. viding the medical treatment as well

He had to take partin atwo as supporting the group leader and
week induction programme to learn looking after the general welfare of
about expedition life, the country, the group.
tents, radios and satellite positioning To find out more about Raleigh
The venturers are aged between 18 or the projects and to follow their
and 25 and come from all different progress why not visit Raleigh’s
backgrounds. website on:

The Community Project is www.raleighinternational.org
building straw bale clinics which are
a cheap, environmentally friendly
way of enabling locals to actually
heat their permanent in winters with
temperatures down to -50°. Itis pa
of a United Nations development

or more specifically:

www.raleighmongolia.org.mn

method of bUIIdIng into the CommU' Ra|e|gh International is a reg|s_

nity and get the clinics ready for the : tered non-governmental organisa-:
next winter. - tion in Mongolia. Raleigh is work-:
The Environmental project is : ing with various governments and :
part of a protection program for en- : other organisations in their projects
dangered species and funds come : including GTZ (German Govern- -
from, amongst others, the British  : ment overseas development organi-
Government after a pledge at the Ri: sation aimed at providing technical
Summit. - assistance in developing countries)

The Adventure project is situ- : and UNDP (United Nations Devel-:
ated in the Gobi Desert and while  : oppment Programme). .

| am just writing to
seeif you could possi-
bly mention in your
next community link
magazine that everyone in Lewisharr
Borough is entitled to a free tree
planted outside their house. Well, |
think so anyway!
| rung up Lewisham Council be-
cause | thought my house needed a

tree planted outside. The head of tre
planting said ‘Of course you can have~ we won’t reply to.
one‘, and they have planted a lovely

i ]
ornamental tree outside my house. | * out that the Vicar of St

mentioned if Crofton Park parade of .

shops where the station is could havt® editor of this magazine. He
trees planted on the wide pavement, . kindly passes mail onto me
said it wouldn’t be a problem. If eacts but is not responsible for

shopkeeper wrote to Austin, he woul(,
plant trees in the planting season — °
It would smarten .
up the whole parade and beat pollutic®

November to April.

and make a better looking environ-
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It has been very gratifying
to receive so many letters
from readers! I’'m sorry I
could not fit them all in —
but please keep them com-
ing! Your comments are
always welcome. For those
on E-mail — we can be con-
tacted at :
impact@croftonpark.com

We have also received sev-
eral unsigned letters which
Also I would like to point

o Hilda’s Church is NOT the

any of this magazine’s con-
tent — other than his article!

The Editor
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ment. He did say everyone is entitle
to a tree. So pass the word around!
Obviously | picked a tree whose roots
will not damage my house and Lewi-
sham council checked for obstruction
like drains. It was as easy as that!
Here’s the address | wrote to:

Austin

The Wear Side Service Centre
Wear Side Road

London SE13

Looking for a fun night
out?

Why not try the Rivoli —
it's good fun if you can
dance and if you can't —
join in a class!!

Monday nights you
can learn to waltz, foxtrot,
samba, do a sexy tango of
jive in a relaxed, friendly
environment with like
minded people — why not
try it?




oh, what a joy to use! You don't just
put in a film, lift the camera and

Too old for what? Not for the ‘shoot’. To start with, you don’t use
Age of Technology! a film and if you don't like what you

Computers are part of everyday have just recorded on the little built-
life at school and therefore the ‘know in computer, as with its Big Brother
how’ of using them is assimilated as the full-sized computer, you can de-
easily as any other lesson. For more lete, adjust or alter to your liking!
easily to those who have a ‘technical Too complicated? Not a bit of
brain. it and after a few lessons, you’ll won-

But what of those who are not der how you every put up with load-
only past schooldays but are also re- ing and unloading film; taking it all
tired? Are they to be consigned to a to be developed and printed and wait-
comfy chair and a pot of tea? ing a week or so to find out how

Not if they can help it! Every good or bad your efforts have been!
new advance is a challenge to them Instant success, like the saying
and if their brain says ‘try it’, that ~ goes, ‘| want results yesterday, not
means that the person concerned ha tomorrow’ and if you are brave
brain-power to spare for learning enough, you can have them!
new skills.

Computer lessons are on offer A computer literate 80 year old!

at many venues, not least at St.
Q|
- ( J p
Sy,

TOO OLD AT 80?

Hilda’s computer set-up with experts
on hand to guide newcomers into the
art of using them and once ‘*hooked’,
the student, of whatever age, will be-
come avid for more and more pro-

gress because it really is a fascinatin —_— \'/
study with endless possibilities, be .~/

they just for amusement; for busi-

ness; for sending letters or for any of HUGE

the thousand and one uses to which

CONGRATULATIONS
computer can be put.

.to Crofton School who
How about a computer camera’ . )
No! Not nonsense because they DO raised a massive _
exist — at a price — about £500. But £2,036.05 for Comic
Relief. Well Done!
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People like us

| collected money for Christian Aid for the
first time this year, and covered three road
around 150 homes — in the Crofton Park
area. It was interesting being on the othe
side for a change. On the whole | assumg
beforehand that people would be weary of
door-to-door callers, and that I'd hardly be
given the time of day.

Instead, most people contributed something

and many seemed positively happy to do
When you consider thaggular church-goer
now make up just under 10% of the popul
tion, that's pretty surprising. No-one told 1
to get lost, and those who didn't feel like
making a donation were perfectly polite
about it. My assumptions about people w
proved wrong.

I noticed how fortified some homes were,
and not just those belonging to the older
eration. Every so often | would wait while
someone peered out of a spyhole, shot b3
two bolts, turned two keys, and opened th
door only to the extent allowed by a secur
chain. In these cases the occupant usua
looked very wary about even speaking to
and clearly regarded all callers as potentia
criminals. This was mid-afternoon, by the
way, not 11 o'clock at night.

If you ever hear local police speak about
their experience of crime in the area, you'l
probably hear them say that the fear of cri
can be as much of a problem as crime itse
People who've been victims of burglary or
physical attack are understandably on the
guard; but there must be many more whos
lives are affected ouwdf all proportion by
their own worries and suspicions. I'm not
suggesting that you trust with your life eve
ryone who calls at your door, as it's sensil]
to exercise some caution — but your
neighbours are probably nicer than you
think.
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From where I'm writing, | have a
good view of Crofton Park Cemete
an oasis of peace in contrast with t
noise and fumes of Brockley Road
For the people buriethere it's too
late to take any notice of Christian
Aid's slogan, "we believe in lifee-
fore death". For the rest of us, it
would be a pity to use up that life
without having given ourselves ang
others the benefit of the doubt.
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Parish Roundabout — news
& minor incidents
By Arthur D. Holmesley

The library will be reopening very
soon — new and improved!

S Club 7filmed their latest video at
our own Rivoli Ballroom.

Brad Pitt and Englebert Humper-
dinck have both made appearance
Crofton being filmed at the Rivoli in
the past year.

A Graffitti spree defiled the roads
connecting the Honor Oak and Crog
ton Park stations — help the police

nab the despoilers before the summer

vacation!
The Church yard fenceswept away
by a car has still not been repaired
workmen don’t want the bother of
estimating

Borough Officials met with resi-
dents and councillors at Gordonbrd
School to talk over local issues.
Residents of Comerford Roachrea
successfully campaigned against ¢
dumping in their area. Well done!
Crofton Neighbours are meeting
regularly to discuss issues involvin
the school and surrounding area.
This seems to be a new proactive |
cal group.

ck




Brockley School free to come along and have a ‘nose’. ltis
Mobile Phone Initiative - very positive that | have managed to get the
During May, officers from Brockley conducted a doors open once again but it is even more
high-profile crime prevention initiative within significant that | am being assisted in doing
the secondary schools and colleges around this by members of the local community. |
Brockley. Uniformed officers offered to prop-  have 12 volunteers who will be coming
erty mark students’ mobilghones . They also  into the station to run the front counter ser-
accessed the unique serial numbers held in the vice for us. They will be able to perform
phone’s memory. The response was phenomenairtually all the functions of a normal po-
and very positive. At the end, my officers had  lice station office. The most exciting as-
marked 850 phones and following the initiative, pect to the re-opening is that we are open-
the Brockley sector had20% reduction in street ingitas a
robbery. This was seen as an excellent success POLICE & COMMUNITY
and will be mirrored across the other Lewisham ADVICE CENTRE
sectors in the near  As well as normal police functions, there
future. will be a different advice outreach surgery

\ \\ \\x held at the police station every day. Sub-
“\\\\ In partnership with

ject to final planning the following agen-
\\\ the Mercury News-

cies will be holding surgeries:
paper, we at Brock- Monday  Local Ward Councillors
ley are looking at

Tuesday NW Area Housing

another way to ‘target the taggers’ who are per- Neighbourhood Office
sistently causing a huge amount of damage in ouVednesday Citizen’s Advice Bureau
Sector through graffiti. Every month The Mer- Thursday Employment Agency —

cury has agreed to show photographs of our most Action Team for Jobs
persistent and damaging ‘tags’ with an appeal foFriday Will be a rolling programme of
people to contact the police at Brockley telling ussurgeries and will include on a monthly ba-
who is responsible. Believe it or not, you may  sis:

not have a clue who is responsible but you will Refuge— dealing with victims of domestic
find that you children and other youths in the violence

area know exactly whose tag belongs to who. Sdrading Standards

we are asking you to ask them. Any amount of Lewisham Refugee Network

information, no matter how small will help us to Deptford & New Cross Credit Union
identify those responsible for targeting our com- Initially the station will be open from Mon
munities and environment. If you can help, — Fri 10am — 2pm. We will be promoting
please keep an eye on the Mercury ... And get inthe advice centre in the local papers so

touch! keep an eye for the dates. If you think that
any of them can help you , then please pop
Re-Opening of Brockley o down to the station and walk through the

. . . iginal oak d in!!
Police Station to the public onginal oax doors once again

On Friday 20th July 2001 at
12noon the public station office a
Brockley Police Station will reopen after a 3 year
closure. It will be officially opened by the Rt.
Hon. Joan Ruddock MP with senior council and
Police Officers in attendance. Please feel

Inspector Wayne Chance

Things aren't always what they seem

| was working near the West End oMay this year, and | thought I'd give my

nose a treat at lunchtime and see whatesof the May Day demonstrations were
about. You may be right if you think I'm an idiot. But in payment for nothing

more than my idiocy, | ended up being herded into Oxford Circus by police to
stand for five cold and wet hours, trapped along with many other spectators and
some tourists — people who like me weren't even supporting any of the demonstra-
tions, let alone about to dmch the peace or comraitrime against property.

What made it worse was that anyone who could flash a press card was quietly
smuggled out of the crowd, whether or nathvere officially ‘covering' the event.
Can you imagine what that was like? Helicopters overhead, police video cameras
scanning the crowd, lines of uniformed pelipolice with riot gear, police on riot-
shielded horses, and blockades of riot vans. People were pleading to be allowed to
use the loo or to get back to work, only to be flatly told "no", or (a patent untruth)
that they were being detained for their own safety. It felt a bit like a ghastly ver-
sion of being kept in by your parents for some childhood misdemeanour which
you'd not committed. Many of the polit®as standing near were clearly uncom-
fortable about what they'd been askeddgespecially as the afternoon wore on.

That night, in the Evening Standardehd that police had contained "3000 protest-
ers" in Oxford Circus, who — the article implied — were generally hell-bent on
smashing shop windows and throwing missiles. The worst missile | saw was a
pink loo roll (unused, | think!); the worst individual shout | heard from the crowd
was not "kill the police", but a half-hearted attempt at humour: "has anyone got a
spliff?"

On the other hand, many shops were boatgethat day because their owners had
firsthand experience of last year's damag, had been told they had just as much

to fear this time. There was undoubtedlgninority present that day who wanted

to cause mayhem. So whether or not you feel the clampdown was excessive and
indiscriminate, you can understand why those shop owners were justified in feeling
grateful for it.

The experience made me realise how difficult it is to know the truth — I'm still not
sure 1 do. The Standard's attitude was balanced by some of the broadsheet papers
and patrticularly by the BBC, which pointed out that damage to property had unde-
niably been minimised only by sacrifigira fundamental human right, the freedom

of speech and movement. If that sounddlitmeral for your taste, at least you'll

agree that we tend to think those countries uncivilised which deny their people that
freedom.

Anarchy and mindless nihilism have no plac¢he kind of world | want to see.

But which do you think is most important: money or people?



SURLY BULLY GETS MORE THAN HE BAR-
GAINED FOR
- POWER TO OLD LADIES!H!

éDo Gooders!i

Not my expression but one that was hurled at me when collecting the
Christian Aid envelopes.

Most of the people were pleasant even if they didn’t want to donate
and one person even thanked me, and others doing the same job around
the district, for, to quote her ‘Giving up the time to do a good job’.

But back to my friend who shouted at me. He was outside his house
doing something to his car and when | approached his house, he said in a
very loud voice ‘Go away’. So | said ‘Could | have the envelope back please
full or empty?’ and he came up to me brandishing a large spanner and said,
or rather shouted, ‘No you can’t, | don’t like Do-Gooders, go away!

| stood my ground — bullies don’t like that — and said ‘If you don’t put
that thing down | shall call the police’, so he did and | went slowly and with
as much dignity as | could muster!

Good fun, isn’t it???211

DB
POORER STREETS SHAME In the end — over £1,000 was raised includ-
THEIR AFFLUENT NEIGHBOURS ing £60 from the congregation of St. Hilda's

Collectors noted walkingaround at a party — so well done everybody!

some areas noticeable signs of affluence ir
certain streets — new cars, double glazing
smart extensions and improvements to CROFTONPARK.COM
property. One collector in particular ] ]
was shocked by the miserly and unwelcor, As reported earlier, we are in the prgc-
ing response which characterised one of | €SS of developing a local website to show off
these areas. our neighbourhood — but not to eclipse the

When she walked into the next street of 2| €xcellent brockley.com. E-mail us!
bedroomed terraces, qae were noticea-

bly warmhearted in their welcome and info@croftonpark.com
forthcoming with cash. sthildas@croftonpark.com
Would some of you in the richer areas pe impact@croftonpark.com

haps think of contributing to the common

effort more graciously next year? Are there any experienced people tuere

Christian Aid is not just for Chris- | who would like to help with collating and
tians — it's for people! managing information for this site?

CALLING ALL
‘A’ LEVEL STUDENTS!

<

Do you need a computer in order to do your pro-
ject work?

o Do you not have a computer at home?

o Do you have trouble accessing your own com-
puter?

o Would you like to come to a computer room in or-
der to do your work?

If the answer to any of the above is 'yes' then
we have the answer for you! We are offering
one or two evening sessions of 1-1%% hours for an
‘A’ level Computer Club.

Internet access available.
If you are a parent who would be interested in
helping with supervision, please write to us too -

you may find you learn as welll

Fill in the coupon on the reverse of this page if
you are interested.



‘A’ LEVEL STUDENTS’
COMPUTER CLUB APPLICATION

}
}
IO
i
[
i

I/we would be interested in 1-1% hour session to
use a computer for ‘A’ level project work.

NG ..o eee e e eee e e en e eee o

Address:

School/College:..........ooooeeeeee e o«
SIGNATUre.........ooieieeee e et sensee o o
Parent’s Signature ...
Parents - T would/would not be willing to offer to be
part of a supervision team for running an ‘A’ level

club.

Please return the form to: c/o The Vicarage, 35
Buckthorne Road SE4 2DG. Tel: 020 8699 1277

MOBILE PHONE MASTS —
A DANGER TO OUR HEALTH??

There is growing concern by residents living within a one mile
radius of Ladywell Water Tower on Dressington Avenue over plans
to site telecommunications equipment on the roof. This consists of a
52-foot high mast which will be used for mobile phone technology
which will be placed on top of the tower and the worry is that the an-
tennae will emit harmful microwave radiation which will affect the
most vulnerable eg children. A planning application is to be submit-
ted to Lewisham Council Planning Service and residents will then
have 28 days to make their views known.

This is part of a national concern with these masts which is
steadily growing. No research has yet been officially carried out but
masts are being blamed for birth defects in calves whose mothers were
grazing around the masts. There are fears that they cause cancer, in-
fertility, headaches and insomnia in adults. In children the fears are
that they can cause abnormal development, reduced learning ability
and acceleration of puberty.

Although the masts emit low frequency microwave radiation,
experiments carried out by the University of Nottingham have ap-
parantly shown that there is a clear biological effect on animals.

The Government has set up an Independent Expert group on
Mobile Phones (IEGMP) to examine the possible effects of mobile
phones, base stations and transmitters on health. The Group pub-
lished its first report in April 2000. In the foreword, Sir William Stew-
art, Chairman, says that more work needs to be done.

RAM (Residents against The Mast) has been formed to fight the
development and is part of a nationwide group called MAUX (Mast
Action UK). MAUX is not against mobile phone technology — just
unnecessary placing of the equipment near to residental housing,
schools and hospitals.

Have you an opinion on this? Please write and let us know.

The above article does not necessarily reflect the views of The
Editor or anyone concerned with producing this magazine




Crafty Things!

| ]
| i
! ]
! Face Painting for children’s parties |
| Children’s fancy dress |
i Themed decorations |
; Masks - individual :
! & corporate designs ;
| Floral arrangements (including :
! church decorations for weddings)
| Tel: 07961053251
| i
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FOR HIRE

Large Meeting
Room

For community / training groups
Enquiries to: 020 8699 1277
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Accordion
&
Piano

TUITION
LBCA, ABCA (TD)

Lowuise Savill
020 8691 1713
Huﬂﬂﬂuuﬂﬂﬂnuﬂﬂnuﬂnuﬂu
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. CHINESE RESTAURANT |
PEKING & SZHECHUAN CUISINE X
82 Brockley Rise

Forest Hill, SE23 1LN
Tel: 020 8690 8790/3223
: OPENING TIMES g
% Monday to Saturday: 5.30pm to 11.30pn%
: Also open on Bank Holidays :

THERMAL DYNAMICS
Electrical Plumbers
Bathroom andKitchen Fitters
Small Building Works

For Quotations and Estimates
Phone: Tom
0771 1572224

..... %4 - '- - - - -%4;- - - -e-
; COTTAGE DAY NURSERY o)
% ¥
K StHilda’s Hall, Courtrai %
9.6 9l\
:é Road l/
3 Open 8am to 6pm :s
;Ef For Prospectus *:f
s  Ring Hope or Sibanion 5
S 020 8291 7117 3
K ¥

6 I SIE S SIE SIS SIS I S SIS Sl e Sl Sl i

YOGA
At St. Hilda’'s Church
Every Monday 6.30 — 7.45
£4.50 concessions £3.50
First session free
For info tel: 8690 4273

STYLE GLITZ KUMON MATHS Purveyor of
After school classes held o i
BRIDES Monday 16.00 — 18.00 & ngh Class
Wednesday 16.30 — 18.00 = Meat & Poultry
BRIDESMAIDS At St Cyprians Hall Peter James
SHOES Braxfield Road, Home made sausages
HEADDRESSES Brockley a speciality
& ACCESSORIES Contact Min Carter Clr;\t’(\;?]u;irs gaEd4
On 020 8291 2190 020 8690 3320
020 8690 1188

BARBAROS
UNISEX HAIR & BEAUTY SALON

020 8291 1871

We specialise in Advance hair cutting & styling,

Foil Hi-Lites or Low Lites, Perming & Colouring
Technique
BRIDAL HAIR
Ear piercing & Eyelash Tinting
Eyebrows shaped
Nail Extensions
Special rates for snr citizens — perms from £224

ALICE WOOD MCPH
HOMEOPATH

Fully Qualified and Registered

Safe and gentle treatment,
suitable for all ages.

Crofton Park clinic
Tel: 020 8291 2545

AQUA

UNISEX HAIR SALON
403 Brockley Road SE4
020 8692 2126

OPENING HOURS
Monday 9.30am — 7pm
Wednesday 9.30am — 7pm
Thursday 9.30am — 8pm
Friday 9.30am — 7pm
Saturday 9.30am — 7pm

000000000000 0000090

4
Elizabeth Gajadhar ¢ .
RIVOLI BALLROOM ! ¢ Warehouse Carpets ¢
-DANCE CLUB- e . :
Made to Measure, ¢ Direct .
350 BROCKLEY ROAD Hand-Made ¢ For wide selection of carpets §
CROFTON PARK CURTAINS . and lino D¢
* . *
; _ o ' * Visit our showroom at o
Evening Dances - Mondayg BLINDS, ¢ 127 Brockley Rise SE23 ¢
Tuesdays, Saturdays and & SOFT * *
Sundays. : (opp. Chandos pub) :
Free Membershi FURNISHINGS . 020 8291 6691 .
. P Free Estmates ¢ Free estimates & measuring ¢
Tel: 020 8692 5130 for morg .02 : service :
information TEL: 020 8690 1461 ¢ :
:0000000000000000000:

:::::::::::::::::: | ]

EXPERT

LADY DECORATOR
Quality Work
Prompt Service
Free Estimates
Contact:

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
020 8310 4026 after 6 p.m.H
I

Burials; Memorials; Floristry; Chapels of Rest

William Dunphy

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Cremations; Repatriations; DSS advice

0800 413249 0800 328 134
294 Brockley Rd 135 Evelina Rq
Prop: Rev. W. Dunphy




